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 BILLIONS SET ASIDE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT IN GERT SIBANDE 

Following a constraint fiscal period in Mpumalanga for over the past financial year, the province may well anticipate to see 

more developments unfolding to expand and improve sustainable integrated human settlements in emergent areas. This is 

after Premier David Mabuza announced that the province has set aside more than R5.8 billion for integrated human 

settlements projects in the Gert Sibande over the next few years. Of this budget, 4 000 units will be built in Standerton Ext.8, 

3 500 in Balfour Ridge, 626 in Wesselton Ext.7, and 5 465 units in Emzinoni. 

He notably said this when he delivered his third State of the Province Address on Friday, 24 February 2017 at the Provincial 

Legislature where he professed on better plans to improve sprawling communities in the province. Mabuza recounted of the 

unremitting backlog that still persists as a result of dysfunctional and inequitable investments and development patterns of 

the then apartheid era saying that they still remained a priority to correct to this day. 

“As we grapple with these challenges, so too is the ability of our citizens to access basic services, schools, healthcare, open 

spaces for recreation, suitable sports grounds and appropriate places of worship,” he said, further explaining that 

government’s work has evolved away from merely providing much needed housing units to the people but towards a holistic 

approach that considered the broader basket of socio-economic needs which has been apparent in all settlements. 

“We have taken our cue from the United Nations Habitat approach, and our planning and investment now considers a range 

of cross cutting issues including social inclusion, local economic development, urban prosperity and environmental stability.  

Currently, our approach is to implement our programmes, existing and future in the prioritised areas that experience 

shortages in respect of basic services, or face rapid population growth,” added Mabuza. 

Putting more emphasis to this, the Premier said that despite the province being commended by the Statistician-General, Dr 

Pali Lehohla, for its sterling performance in the provision of basic services, access to basic services such as water, sanitation, 

electricity, and refuse removal continues to make everyone’s living spaces liveable. 

He concluded by confirming government’s commitment to spending a large portion of the infrastructure budget on the 

provision of water and sanitation: “That commitment will remain with us until a critical mass on water and sanitation has 

been reached. Testament to this commitment is the fact that, with the 2016/17 Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG) 

allocation of R1.8 billion, 265 projects are currently being implemented across the Province,” charged Mabuza. 
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